
Family Trail

This is an exhibition of twenty six ‘makers’.  These ‘makers’ 
use glass, ceramics, embroidery, textiles, paper, leather, 
printing and other techniques and materials to make things.  

A well-known maker, William Morris said more than 100 
years ago….

‘Have nothing in your house that you do not 
know to be useful or believe to be beautiful’

The title of the exhibition is ‘Useful/Beautiful: Why Craft 
Matters’. 
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What is useful in your house?  

What is beautiful?  

Draw something you think is 
special in your house.  Why is it 
so special to you? 

Do you enjoy making things? Think of something you’ve 
made with your hands.  How did you feel making it?
As you walk around the exhibition, make a list of all the 
di�erent materials the makers have used.

Ask at the Front Desk for a ‘handling basket’. 
This contains materials from the makers which 

we can touch. Look out for the   in this 
leaflet to know when to look in your basket! 

      Entrance Hall 
      Anthony Burrill

Anthony makes BIG, BOLD statements

Do you have something important to say?   

Make a statement in no more than four words.  
Make your letters bold and beautiful 
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  Kate Holland

Most books today are made by machine. 
Kate makes books by hand. Look in the 
basket to find some of the materials she 
uses.  

      Princess Mary’s Dressing Room
      Jenny King Embroidery

Embroidery is like painting with coloured threads.

Jenny King has used details in Princess Mary’s dressing room and 
included them in her designs.

Can you spot these details in the room and in Jenny’s embroidery? 

 Can you spot any more?  Draw it here

Materials

  Bathroom
  Juli Bolaños-Durman

Juli remembers her grandmother’s collection of perfume 
bottles.  She finds glass objects and makes them into 
something new. 

Do they look a bit like characters? What are their names 
and personalities? Draw some of the shapes, mix them up 
and make someone new. 

  Watercolour Room
  Hiut Denim 

Hiut denim are a small company in Wales that make jeans. 
They said: ‘our job is to make the best jeans we 
can, not the most jeans we can’ 

Do you think today we have too many things? Is it better to 
have fewer but better things?  

  Watercolour Room
  Superfolk

Superfolk are from Clew Bay on 
the rugged west coast of Ireland. 
Draw some of their shapes and 
patterns. Do they remind you of 
anything?
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      Still Room
      Hilary Burns

Look closely at the baskets. How do you think they have 
been made? 

Draw your favourite object from the exhibition.

When you go home why not…

Make something beautiful.  
Make something useful.  

Make something to treasure!



      Lord Harewood’s Sitting Room
      Maria Sigma

Maria uses materials that don’t damage the environment.  Wool is spun into 
yarn which is woven into soft textiles.

  Ante Room  
  Effie Burns

E�ie creates miniature landscapes. Imagine being in E�ie’s miniature world.

When you are outside, look for tiny things and giant things in nature.  
Collect small things and make your own mini-landscape. 

State Bedroom 
Timorous Beasties

Sometimes a pattern is more than 
a pattern and can tell a story.  
Look closely at the bedspread. 
There are silhouettes of people, 
tra�ic lights and tower blocks. 

Draw any details you can spot.

Main Library
Andy Singleton

Paper isn’t just for writing on! 
You can wet it and mould it, fold 
it and twist it.  Try and make a 
sculpture with this paper leaflet 
when you get home!

Main Library
Lena Peters

Lena’s pots are decorated with 
scenes from myths and legends.  
Draw the story you see on the 
vase.
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      Yellow Drawing Room
      Max Lamb

Max’s rug is a little bit like a jigsaw.  Does it remind you of 
anything else? Draw the shapes you see. Can your shapes 
fit together without gaps like Max’s?

Cinnamon Drawing Room
Yinka Ilori

Yinka finds old bits of furniture and brings them back to 
life! Can you spot these shapes in his furniture? Draw other 
shapes you can see. When you get home, colour them in to 
make them bright and bold!  

The Gallery
Faye Toogood

In ‘The Gallery’ are lots of things Faye has made or designed, from clothes to 
furniture to sculpture.  Can you find these shapes on the shelves?

There are lots of di�erent materials in this room.  Make sure to add to your list!

Music Room
Freed of London

In the olden days, this room was used for playing and 
listening to music.  Imagine who is dancing?  

How many pairs can you see?  How many shoes are 
there altogether?

Below Stairs: Servant’s Corridor
Fox Umbrellas

Walk beneath the handmade umbrellas. These 
umbrellas are made to last a lifetime.  

How many rain showers or drizzly days do you think 
each umbrella would see in a lifetime?

Pastry Room
Reiko Kaneko

The Japanese idea of Wabi-sabi is to find beauty in something that is not perfect. 

Take rubbings of cracks in pavements, broken tiles in a wall, the knots in tree bark to make designs for these plates.


