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Volunteer Garden Assistant 
 

What does the role 
involve? 

 Assisting the Gardens team with the general maintenance of the various areas of the 
Gardens.  If at all possible we try to ensure you are able to help within those areas 
that you most enjoy – Parterre; woodland garden; walled garden and glasshouses; 
Himalayan garden or Bird Garden.  

 General site maintenance including D.I.Y, painting etc. 
 

  

Who do I report to? 
Overall: Head Gardener 
Day to day: the Gardener whose team you are assisting 
 

  

Where will I be 
located? 

Throughout the gardens, in whichever area requires assistance.  As you learn more about 
the gardens you may prefer one particular area over another. 
 

  

What sort of 
commitment will I 
have to make? 

Ideally, at least a weekly session of a minimum of 4 hours a day, although a full day would 
be appreciated.  The Gardens Department does not close down over the winter months. 
 

  

What are the shift 
times? 

Volunteering days in the Gardens are Tuesdays to Fridays between 8am and 4.00pm. 
Weekend days may be available during special events or by prior arrangement with the 
Head Gardener. 
 

  

What do I need to 
know before starting? 

You should be an enthusiastic, but not necessarily knowledgeable, gardener with a 
willingness to learn about horticulture.  You will enjoy being outside in all weathers. 
 

  

What training will I be 
given? 

 An initial orientation tour of the gardens. 

 Child protection awareness training so that you will feel comfortable being amongst our 
many visitors. 

 A general induction which will give you a broader understanding of how Harewood 
operates as a business. 
 

  

Is there a 
probationary period? 

Yes, you will be on probation for the first six months of volunteering.  During that time you 
will be able to make absolutely sure that being a Volunteer Gardens Assistant is what you 
really want to do. Your position will also be subject to receiving satisfactory references. 
 

  

What should I wear? 

Once you have completed your training and have settled in, you will be issued with a 
Harewood fleece/T-shirt which you are asked to wear when on duty. Please ensure this is 
cleaned as necessary between periods of volunteering work. Protective clothing will be 
provided for your safety and must be used solely whilst on duty at Harewood. Any items of 
uniform and safety clothing provided by Harewood must be signed for and returned when 
you leave our Volunteer Scheme. Items of your own clothing worn when on duty should be 
appropriate for the weather conditions, although you are asked not to wear shorts. 
 

 


